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wire   entanglements,   sometimes  fifty  yards
broad."
The defences were more formidable than
anything we had yet encountered in France
because the trenches had been carefully sited
and ample time had been available to construct
them. Very different were the conditions on
the Western Front, where digging had to be
done under constant fire and the trenches were
patched up as opportunity occurred.
But in spite of these obstacles Hamilton was
not without hopes.
The dismal story of the successive attacks,
only relieved by the heroism of the troops, has
been retold many times. I do not propose to
recall more than is necessary to explain Lord
Kitchener's subsequent action. The first land-
j took place on April 25.   By the magnificent
fort of the Fleet's boats 29,000 men were
landed on six beaches, from Cape Helles to a
point thirteen miles round the coast which be-
came known as Anzac Cove, After fourteen
days' heavy and continuous fighting the ad-
vance had been pushed forward in some places
about 5,000 yards. But the dominating height,
Achi Baba, was not reached, and the hopes
that the position could be rushed were now
extinguished.
Kitchener then asked Hamilton what rein-
forcements he would require in order to break
down the Turkish resistance. The reply, dated
May 17, asked for two Corps, considerable
drafts for the units already there, and a large